aiol, i o, : 


The Athenian Mercury: 


Numb. 30° 


Satirdap, July 8. 1693. 


ED 


Queft. I. 


Or long fince walking in a Grove ad- 
jacent co my Houle, | found a Mini- 
fter walking alone, very folemnly 
reading a little Treatife, encituled, 4 /2i/play of the Hap- 

pinefs of the Bl{fed, 1 only faw the Title on the top of 

the two Pages wherein he was reading, for he fhut the 

Book and put it into his Pocket. ae 

After fome little Interrogacories ( ufual among Stran- 
gers accidentally meeting, when either has a mind to 
difcourfe the other ) we fell into (everal Milcellaneous 
Ditcourtes ; among the reft, Concerning the State of 
Humane Nature, and of this Globe we inhabit. 

I found he was a very good Philofopher, and under- 
ftood our more abftrufe Aftronony very well; he told 
me he had a Gla{s of a Foot long, through which he 
could mote exattly dilcern the Faces of Fupiter, Satelli- 
res. and of the Srellule Circum{iturniales ( whereof he 
affirmed there were 13 )*han we can that of the Moon 
in our Jongeft Teletcopes. He told me fome very fur- 
prizing Ob ervations he had :nade on that, partly Lu- 
cid and parc'y Opaque Star we fee revolve continually 
about its Axis in Collo ceti. He asked me my Name, 
and cold me vhen he came that way next ( which would 
not be very long ) he would Cornmunicate to me a per- 
teét Theor. of the Moon’s Motion, which he had only 
Confirm’ by Obfervations, having betore found it out 
a priori, from a New and (trom any of ours ) very 
ditferent Hvpothefis of Nature, whereof he hinted to 
me feveral verv furprizing Particulars, one of the 
Relults whereat was, That our Globe did very near 
approach its tinal Diffolution, and that by a Chain of 
Natural Caules. 

He told me he heard I was about to act {uch a cer- 
tiin thing, which if I did it would prove very unfue- 
cefstul: Th:s furprized me more than any thing he had 
yet fpoken, being Contfcious to my felf I had never 
Communicated it to any Perfon living. I immediately 
heard fomething like a great Stone that feemed to fall 
out of a Tree hard by, whereat turuing my Head to 
fee, my Paitun to my very great Amazement, was wholly 
vanifh'd. 

Sirs, This is Afaster of Fact, and truc, but its feeming 
fo incredible ia it {elf bas binder'd mre fome time from im- 
parting it to any but one of my Intimate Friends, who has 
at lenath prevatl’4 on me to fend it toyou: Pray, your {pec- 
dy Tooughts thereon ? ' 

An(w. Since we can have ao more than your own A:- 
ttition tor the Truth of this odd Story, we oughe ar 
leait to have had your Nume, that We might have ber- 
ter gueisd whether you are ferious in what you re- 
lace : If you are, and a Perlon capable of making a {o- 
ber Judgement of things, (as nothing to the contrary 
appears by your way of Writing ) 1t makes the Bufi- 
nels {t:!] ftranger. However, ‘tis not impoffible, at leaft 
according to your Relation, bue that this ftrange Phi- 
lofopher might ftep afide fuddenly inzo the Wood, when 
you did not mind Aint, and fo jolt the fight of him— 
But if he comes again according to his Ward, you may 
try if you can Jay hold of him, and fee! whether he’s 
a Ghoft or Flefh and Blood, and when you have done 
hus, and we heard from you, you may Expeét to hear 


Al 


trom us again. 


Queft. 2. 
and having nothing to recommend me to toe Spetators, but 
my fo, fo, inzenious Education; the Confideration whereof 
prompts me to fome Noble, Sublime, and cenercus Defien, but 
my Pocket ({nfwlix Paupertas! ) will not reach it ; and Le- 
ing turmoil’d with Con{ultstions, what todo in this matter, and 
coming to no Definitive Conclufion, Lhave refelu'd at laft to 
Mfume 4 Levitical Gown, aud Ecclefiaflical Robes, thinking 


° f P - 4 
Being now to appear udon the Stage of the World, 


that very {uitable to my prefent Condition ( as I can Cheat, Im- 
pofe, Lie, Diffemble, and God a Mercy, any thing for a Fat 
Benefice ) but thereupon I defire to be fatisfied firjt, Whether 
thofe Antecedent Particulars are not confiftent with, and appli- 
cable to Divinity ? Or whether they will not contribuyg to the 
Completion of a true Son of the Church; and herein you'l oblige 
your Scholar in Theology ? 

Anfw. Looky! little Witty Friend of ours! Thofe no- 
table Qualifications, which you fo modeftly mention, 
are fuch pretty things, that if you can but make out your 
Title to ‘em, you need not in the leaft Queftion your 
Preferment to the Whipping-Poft or Gallows we 
mean, or a Facobite Ordination bur if you have a de- 
fign to fcandalize the Gown, by getting fairly and cano- 
nically into’t, as fome have attempted before you, we 
doubt you as well as they, come a Reign or two too late, 
fince Thanks be to God, the Sees are not now fill'd with 
fuch Bifhops, 4s will fuffer either Apes or Wolves to creep 
into the Fold, tho’ never fo well dilguis’d th Sheeps-cleath- 


ing. 


Queft. 3. Gentlemen, I received this morning a Letter 
from a Gentleman (the Copy of which I fend you) whom I 
know loves me very well, the Contents much trouble me ; 
am advifed to fend it to you for your Solusion of it, as hoping 
it to have a better meaning than it outwardly bears: Pray 
be {peedy in your Anfwer, for 1 am very uneajie about it ? 


Madan, 


‘i T° be plain, I moft mortally Hate you, and moft 
Ne vehemently Love and Efteem thofe which any 
“ ways recriminate or injure you, and have fo flrong.- 
“* ly and implacably fixed all my Kindnefs, Love and 
“¢ Affeétions cowards you as Contagious and Mortal as 
“ the rankeft Poyfon, fo conftaat and immutable is and 
“ever fha'l be the Spleen I have to you, that-I now 
“irrevocably recall the tender Love I ever have or had 
“ for fo perfidious and ungrateful a Perion as your felf, 
** and could for fatisfaction With that my Sword could 
** but Sacrifice from my Hand your hateful Life, which 
“T can as freely without remorie devote to my juft Ke- 
‘““venge and Rage, which is the only way I have to 
“make you fenfible of the extream Paffion I have for 
** you. 
Tours, 


R. W. 


Anfw. Ifyou are willing to flatter your felf, you may 
fancy he defign’d only tome part of the Letrer to be read 
by you, the reft a cover and fham only to conceal it from 
fome Perfous, whom he’d not have tee it for read 
it thus and ’tis a right-Lovers-Letter. 

Muidam, to be plain, I moft vehemently Love and 
Efteem you ; aud have ftrongly fixed all my Kindnefs, 
Love and Affcctions towards you, to conftane and immu- 
table is, and ever fhall be the tender Love I ever have or 
had for you, and cou’d for fatisfaétion with that my 
Sword cou’d but jacrifice my Life, which I can as freely 
without remorfe, Devote to make you lenfible of the ex- 
tream Pafhion, I have for you. 


Queft. 4. Gentlemen, a certain young Gentleman baving a 
great veneration and eftecm for a Lady, and they both fympathin 
ging, enter'd into a vow never to marry any but etch other. 
The Father of the Daughter, upen notice to him given hereof, 
extorts ( fhe bsing in a Conjternation and furprize) a Vow 
likewife contrary in effect than the other, and upon the None 
oblervance of the fame denounceth and imprecates terrible Fudg- 
ments to bis own Blood. Sirs, This is plain matter of Fad, 
without Extenuation or Aggravation of their feveral circum- 
ftances, whereupon you are defired to refolve, which of the two 

abtve 


ea 


abovementioned vows is moft obligatory; and herein you'l ob- 
lize very bumble Servant, tho’ unknown ? 

" An(w. She was not at Liberty to make a fecond Vow, 
being before oblig’d by the firft, which for that Reafon 
mutt {till hold. 


Queft. 5. Having been in Company with thofe that are A- 
theijtically inclin’d, and having been prevail’d upon by the Va- 
lidity of their Arguments to imbibe fome of their Principles, 
(yex not without fome reludancy, my Education being far dif- 
ferent, ) I prelume to obtrude this Quary to you, Whetber there 
be any fuch place as Hell in fatto, or whether it be usd as a 
Reprefentation of che horror, that the Confcience of ones 
guilt and wickedne(s mujft needs adminiffer. 

Anfw. Poor Man! you write indeed as if you were a 

eat Fudge ofthe Validity of an Argument.To your Que- 
ftion, we have often enough repli in our former Pa- 
pers — that there will and mujt be fuch a place as Hell, 
and aétual corporeal Torments therein, as toon as there 
are any Body's to be imprifon’d init; and befides, that if 
there were no afual Fire, which we believe there will 
bé, and that Eternal too, from Gods exprefs Word, yet 
borror of Con{cience, wou'd be Hell enough, and fo il] men 
will find ic without Repentance. 


Queft. 6. Gentlemen, I am a Perfon of a very fair 
Eftate, and thinking my {elf obliged to keep it in a Fami- 
ly, wherein it had continued in a long, and uninterrup- 
ted Succeffion from Father to Son; I married a young 
Woman, who had nothing but her Beauty, and feeming 
Virtue co recommend her, tho’ of Birth and Quality 
equal to mine ; her Deportment was fo Eafie and Natu- 
ral, her Looks methought fo unaffectedly Modeft, that 
I had not the leaft whilpering Jealoufie of her Lewd- 
nefs or Difhonefiy, but I was quickly undeceived, and 
upon my Marriage found,by Tokens evident enough, that 
fhe was no Maid; notwithftanding which Dilcovery, 
fhe fo well knew how to improve her Charms, not the 
leaft powerful, chat my Anger (fo Blind is Love ) was 
foon turned into Gentlenefs, and my tond Carefles gave 
her clear Signs of my revived Paffion: But to fumm 
up my Misfortunes, five Months had fcarce run out, 
before my Virtuous Spoufe was Brought to Bad, dying 
her felfrhe very Moment of her Delivery, and leaving 
me the Unhappy -Keeper, not Father of a Son. Upon 
the whole, I fhall be Obliged to you, if you will do me 
the Favour to refolve me tnefe Queries: 

1. Whether this Child ought in foro Confcientizx to In- 
hevit my Eftate, or any part of it ? 

2. Whether I am Obliged to take any more Care of bim 
than of a Stranger laid at my Door, fince he % really fo to 
me ? 

3. Whether I may not jujtly difpofe of him to thofe Wandring 
People, who for a [mall piece of Money take Children and 
Educate them as their own, and fo rid my {elf for ever of that 
which would otherwife be a perpetual Shame and Trouble 
to me? 

Anjw. to 1ft. Query. | Neither, in Equity, whatever 
he might by the Law, fuppofing the Cale really be as 
you repretent it — He not being your Child, and there- 
fore having no maunev of Right to your Efate : But if the 
Lady brought any Fortune, the Cafe We think is fome- 
thing alter'd, for he is certainly her Child tho’ noc yours. 

2. Tothe second, Whether you are Oblie'd to take any 
more Care of bim than of a Child laid atyour Door, fince be’s 
really {o to you — We Anfwer, He 1s more to you, for he 
was Born in your Houfe ; nay, wou'd We believe in Law 
recover the Efiare, being born in Wedlock. However, 
there is difference enough between taking No Notice of 
him, and making him your He?r, as will appear fur- 
our Aalwer to the 


ther from 
> Qu. Whether you may nor jnrfily Difpofe of bim to thefe 
Wandring People who for a {mall siece of Money take Children 
nd Educate them as their oven, and fo vid your felf for ever 
of what woud cile be a perpetual fhame ad trouble? — We 
Aniwer. Noe. for the myocent Child wil have a very 
hard Fortune co be bred a Rove becaufe his Mother was 
a ——aind if hes Committed to thole careful Tutors 
you talk of, no betrer cai be expected chan that he 


jhou'd be brought up to the Whipping-Poft or Gallows. 


But there is a middle way between both thefe Incon: 
veniencies —- You may Convey him. immediately ¢9 
fome Honeft tho’ Poor Perfon ata diftance from y 
felf, and there let him have Honeff Education, Without 
knowing what he is, ‘till of Age to go abroad, whep 
you may put him young to fome Mafter of a Ship and 
Oblige him to leave him in the Indies, or fome remot 
place, having taken Care there for his Subfiftence and 
fomething wherewith to begin the World ; all which ; 
fcarce more than Charity wou'd Oblige you to do if 
7 a Capacity, for a Foundling, or Child laid at your 
oor. 


Next Monday will be Publifh’d 


0% The COMPLE AF LIBRARY, Vol. 2. Containin 
an Hiftorical Account of the Choice/t Books newly 
Printed in England and in the Forreign Journal. 
as alfo the State of Learning in the World. To jy. 
Publifh’d Monthly. This tor UNE. Price ¢ 4. 


s 


Adbertifements. 


GE “["He Youths Fairing, containing Hiftorical Exam. 

ples of God's juft Judgments on Children who 

have been Difobedient to their Parents. Very neceflary 

to be perufed by a!] Youth. 

London, Printed by W. Borny, and are to be Sold by 

him at his Houte in Pelican-Court in Little Britt 
Price Bound 2 d. 


a Further Account of the Tryals of the New-England 
Witches, with the Obtervations of a Perfon 
that was upon the place fix or feven days, when the 
lutpected Witches were firft taken into Examination: To 
which is added Ccjes of Con{cience concerning W itchcrafts 
and Evil Spirits perfonating Men. Written at the Re. 
queft of the Munfters of New-Fngland, by Increale M1- 
ther, Prefident ef Harvard-Colledge. Price One Shilling 
Printed for Fobn Dunton at the Raven in the Poultrey 
of whom may be had The Third Edition of Mr. Cotten S4i- 
ther's firft Account of the Tryals of the New-England 
Witches, printed on the fame fize with this /a/t <tccount 
that they may bind up together. , 


es He Converfion of Theodore John, a late Teac}; 

-eramong the FEWS, together with his Coz. 

feffion ot the Chriftian Faith which he delivered imne- 

diately before he was Baptized. Price 6 d. _ 
Printed for }. Dunton at the Raven in t!.e Poulirey, 


ey’ Lixir Stomachicum : Or, the ercat Cordial Elixir for the 
Stomach ; of a delicate Flavour, and pleafant bitterif 


an, 


; Tafte : Not Purging, bus Cordial only; to be drank at any 
time, ( but efpecially in a Morning ) in any Liquor, as Ale, Tea, 
Mum, Canary, White-Wine, A Dram of Brandy, &c. it makes 


the be(t Purlin the World in Ale, and in Canary, Tea, &c. ver 
plea fant and whol lume, far exceeding Purl made of Wormwood, aint 
( being fo hor and dying) hurts the Sight, and drys ihe Blvo 
much : This having ibe Quintefience of all the Ingredients of t 
ter Draught in it, and miny other excellent Stomachichs ond 
Scorbuticks brought inte a {mall quantity, as that 3° or 40 Drops is 
a Dofe ; you may make ii at your pleafnre in a Gla of White-Wine 
Tea, or other Liquor ; it procures a goud Appetite, helps Dig: ftien, 
expels all Wind, Strengthens the Stomach, purifies the Blood, pie 
deftroys the Scurvy, wiih many other Virtus mentioned in the. Bills 
given with iz; but these fix things (especially) it does beyond belief 
withont you experience 1. Price One Shilling each Bottle. F 

li is tobe Sold by he es Dunton at the Raven in the Poul- 
trey ; and at thefe Coflee-houles, Viz. Symonds*Inn iz Chan- 
ot Bort at Vigure‘s in the Old Pallace-Yard, Weftminfler 
Victualling Office at Tower-Hill, Men‘s a1 Charing-Cro{x Eflex 
at Whicechappel North‘s ix King-{treet by Guild-Hall, Richards 
at Temple-bar, Smythers im Thames-{treet, Will*s iz Covent 
Garden, Blacketts at Spittle-fields, Wetts at the Poflern in Al- 
dermanbury, John‘s im Fuller‘s Rents, Buckeridge*’s without Al- 
derfgate, Hamet‘s o# London-bridze, Brown's at Wanving 8) de 
ftairs, Johnts by the Kings-bench, Jonathan‘s in Exchange Alley, 
Smitlifs at Lambeth, Ly the Church, Cleve‘s as Greenwich, by the 
Church 5 by Mr. Tho. Collet. Fun. near the Hermitage, Tobacco- 
nift; Myr. Leavintton , Fruiterer at the Royal Exchance, and 
Tho. Howkias in George-yard in Lombard-ftreet ; the Cd4ushor 
having appointed bim, only ( befide bamfelf )t0 Sek it Whole fale, 
vi a wanting 1110 Di/pofe of or Sell again, may be there fur- 
Nijped. 


d very 
be bit- 


~LONDO N, Printed for Tov Punton at the Raven in 
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the Powltrey, 1693. 


